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Follow Us 
 

Set in Staten Island in 1916, the opera tells the true story of a unique women's 
suffrage demonstration attempted by early female pilot Leda Richberg-Hornsby and 
the National American Woman Suffrage Association (N.A.W.S.A.). Equipped with a 
bi-plane, a cargo of votes-for-women petitions, and a huge banner reading "Women 
want liberty too," the suffragists endeavored to fly over New York Harbor during a 
national celebration at the Statue of Liberty in order to "bomb" President Woodrow 
Wilson with petitions. The elaborate plan ended in something of a fiasco as a gale of 
wind forced a premature crash-landing in a Staten Island swamp (luckily no one was 
hurt) – yet the attempt stands as a testimony to the courage and inventiveness (not 
to mention dramatic flare) of these women in their struggle for the right to vote.  
The presentation of the opera coincides with the 100th anniversary year of the pass-
ing of women suffrage in New York State. 
 
The performance site is incredible. CLYNK is housed in a warehouse built in 1942 by 
the Navy that was designed to service and repair landing craft used in Europe and 
along the Atlantic Coast. The staff of CLYNK has been wonderful in this collabora-
tion, and we promise you will have an amazing experience at this venue! 
 
The performance will open with “Burden of the Ballot,” a one-act play taking place 
in May 1917 at Historic Cherry Hill in Albany.  Hear both sides of the suffrage ques-
tion through the hopes and fears of women living during this important movement 
in American history.   

Aleda 
or The Flight of the SuffBird Women 

 

June 8 & 9 @ 7pm, June 10 @ 5pm 
CLYNK, Glenville Business & Tech Park 

Ticket prices $25, $10 students 
 

One-act chamber opera in three scenes 
 

Music and libretto by Max Caplan 
 

Commissioned and produced by Musi-
cians of Ma’alwyck, Ann-Marie Barker 
Schwartz, Director 
 

Stage Direction by Krysta Dennis  
 

Musical Direction by Timothy Reno 
 

Leda Richberg-Hornsby, "aviatrix" from Chicago—Mezzo-soprano Tess McCarthy 
 

Ida Blair, N.A.W.S.A. publicity leader—Soprano Jean Leonard 
 

Mary Otis Willcox, N.A.W.S.A. Staten Island leader Contralto—Mezzo-soprano 
Erica Sparrow 
 

A Reporter for the New York Sun - Baritone Byron Nilsson 



Upcoming Events 
 

March 10 @ 7:30pm 
Hyde Collection, Glens Falls 
Special exhibition 'Alphonse Mucha: 
Master of Art Nouveau'  
 
March 25 @ 2pm 
Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library 
 
April 29 @ 3 & 5pm 
4th Subscription Concert 
Schuyler Mansion, Albany 
From the Archives of Hyde Hall 
 
May 12 @ 1pm 
Hyde Hall, Cooperstown 
From the Archives of Hyde Hall 
607/547-5098 
 
June 8-10 
CLYNK, Glenville Business & Tech Park 
Aleda:  Flight of the Suff Birdwomen 
A new opera by Max Caplan about 
bravery and the women’s suffrage 
movement. 
 
Musicians of Ma’alwyck presents free 
previews of all of its subscription con-
certs. We also perform at many venues 
throughout the area. Please check our 
website for the latest calendar up-
dates.  

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF HYDE HALL  

4th Subscription Concert 

Music from the manuscripts of the Clarke 
family for flute, violin and guitar 

Sunday, April 29th @ 3 and 5pm 

Schuyler Mansion State Historic Site, Albany 

Musicians of Ma’alwyck is delighted to announce a col-
laborative concert with Hyde Hall near Cooperstown. 
Built in 1813, this lovely estate was home to the Clarke 
and Cooper families for over one hundred years.  This 
well-educated affluent family had many ties to Albany, 
and had a wonderful collection of instruments and musi-
cal manuscripts. We will be performing selections from 
this incredible body of scores, including works of Auber, 
Gragnani, and others. 

 
As with all Schuyler Mansion concerts, there will be a wine and cheese reception be-
tween the two performances.  A dinner at Café Capriccio will follow immediately after 
the second performance. Reservations are required by April 24th, with seating limited 
to 30.  The dinner is open to concert ticket holders only. 
 
Due to limited seating inside Schuyler Mansion, advance tickets are strongly recom-
mended.  Concert Tickets $25, students $10, Café Capriccio Dinner $40 
 
Free Preview—Friday, April 27 @ noon, SCCC, Carl Taylor Auditorium 
 
We will also repeat portions of this concert, using their period forte piano, at Hyde Hall 
on Saturday, May 12 at 1pm.  Pianist Palma Catravas joins us.  Contact Hyde Hall at 
607/547-5098 for tickets and information. 
 

Musicians of Ma’alwyck to Perform  
at the Hyde Collection in Glens Falls  

Saturday, March 10 
 

Celebrate the exhibition 'Alphonse Mucha: Master of Art Nouveau' with a fresh look 
at this important twentieth century master at The Hyde Collection with REIMAGINED, 
a 2440 Design Studio production in collaboration with Electric City Couture and the 
HYDE Collection. This event will feature strategically placed models as living manne-
quins, contextualized in rooms of the historic home, Hyde House.  

VIP RECEPTION: 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM      A pre-event VIP reception will provide a first 
look at the 'Exploring Mucha' exhibition in the Rotunda Gallery and feature the Musi-
cians of Ma'alwyck performing an excerpt from the group's upcoming commissioned 
opera 'ALEDA - The Flight of the Suff Birdwomen.' Light fare will be included. A cash 
bar for beer and wine will also be available.   VIP Admission: $100 includes above with 
the addition of the open bar reception, early preview of the 'Exploring Mucha' and the 
'ALEDA' preview. 
 
Tickets may be ordered at  http://www.electriccitycouture.com/  
 

Historical Musical Tidbit 

Jenny Lind, the Swedish Nightingale, 
toured America during 1850 and 51. 
She gave 93 concerts in her tour, 
including Albany, where she ap-
peared at the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church (gone now, but originally 
across the street from the Albany 
Palace, where the Salvation Army 
building is). Scheduled to perform 
on July 9, 1851 there, she started 
the concert, but fainted (the church 
was packed and the night was swel-
teringly hot). Lind felt terribly about 
not completing the performance 
and returned to perform again the 
next night.  

http://www.electriccitycouture.com/


Did You Know? 
 
1) Musicians of Ma'alwyck has a 
history presenting operas. In 2003 
the ensemble presented Alfred of 
Sir Thomas Arne. The cast consist-
ed of Young Artists from Glimmer-
glass Opera and full orchestra, 
conducted by Lanfranco Marcel-
letti. Alfred, which has as its final 
chorus "Rule, Britannia" was the 
first full opera ever performed in 
the Colonies. 

2) Sten and his wife Caroline 
(Mother Judge) run the popular 
Open Mic night at McGeary's Irish 
Pub every Wednesday. Musicians 
of Ma'alwyck had an impromptu 
performance in it last summer! 

3) Petia's husband Krassi is a pro-
fessional reed maker. He makes 
reeds for bassoonists all over the 
world, including for players in the 
London Philharmonic, Hollywood 
orchestras and major American 
symphonies. 

4) Ann-Marie plays with the Glim-
merglass Festival orchestra, she 
has been playing there since 1987. 
In 2012 the Festival orchestra 
went on tour to Oman. 

5) Norm has recently become an 
avid practioner of jiu jitsu, he is 
working towards a blue belt. 

6) Musicians of Ma'alwyck was 
featured as both actors and musi-
cians in a 2009 documentary on 
Greene County, New York. 

 

Around Town 
Spring is coming!! As I write this, we have had a week with nearly 70 degree tempera-
tures, followed by snow! But, spring is only officially a few weeks away, and I can hardly 
wait. We have some great repertory scheduled for April and May (works of Auber, Giuli-
ani, and more), and of course the days are ticking off to our opera Aleda premiere. As 
we work on the production design, blocking, orchestrations, and every aspect of this 
premiere, I become increasingly excited about the piece. The story is so compelling and 
Max, our composer, has created a musical language for it that is accessible, fun and 
quite memorable. And wait until you see our super "cool" performing site, CLYNK! 
 
In the meantime, we haven't been just sitting around waiting. Musicians of Ma'alwyck 
has performed a hauskonzert, several retirement center concerts, library concerts and, 
of course, our February subscription concert. See the pictures below! 
 
Thank you again for your interest and support. 

 
 

Recording Sweet Power at WMHT 

Hauskonzert in January  

Sweet Power performance 

Fort Orange Club 

Shaker Point Retirement Center 

Playing for Tavern Night at the historic 
Brouwer House in the Stockade 

Glenville Pizza & Wing Bowl 

Schenectady Co Public Library 



Musicians of Ma’alwyck 

511 Mohawk Ave 

Scotia, NY  12302 

 

10 Ways To Support Musicians of Ma’alwyck 
 

Our unique and collaborative programming requires a sizeable budget of which 
ticket sales are a very small percentage.  The generosity of our friends allows us 
to continue to perform in historic venues throughout the Capital Region.  Your 
donation is fully tax deductible and acknowledged in our subscription concert 
programs.   
 
1. Attend a performance—ticket prices are quite reasonable, and it’s fun! 
2. Spread the word and bring your friends—bring 10 & get a special group rate 
3. Purchase our CD “Music in the Schuyler Mansion” 
4. Advertise in our concert program 
5. Make a tax-deductible donation using the enclosed envelope 
6. Volunteer your time to assist with fundraising & other activities 
7. Attend our annual fundraising gala 
8. Donate an item or special skill to our annual silent auction 
9. Sponsor or underwrite an event 
10. Like & follow us on social media—Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Linked In 
 

Ma’alwyck   
Melomaans 

 
The Melomaans is a volun-
teer organization formed 
in January of this year to 
promote and support the 
work of Musicians of 
Ma’alwyck.  The name 
comes from Dutch, mean-
ing “music lover”.  Their 
function includes fund 
raising, hosting receptions, 
and other supporting 
roles.  If you are interested 
in joining this enthusiastic 
group of music lovers, 
please contact Ann-Marie 
or Irene. 


